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Message

Ras Al Khaimah is a place where cultural heritage has 

historically played an integral role in shaping the values 

of our emirate today. I find it truly inspirational to have 

witnessed the tremendous growth of arts and culture in 

Ras Al Khaimah over the past few years. It is even more 

uplifting to see how our people use the arts to illuminate 

their lives and to keep moving this emirate forward.

 

The Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival is a testament to our 

emirate’s unrelenting dedication to strengthen the sense 

of community in Ras Al Khaimah and facilitate meaningful 

collaborations through arts and culture. I sincerely hope 

the Festival will continue to be a platform for artists and 

members of the community to showcase their talent and 

exchange new ideas.

His Highness Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi
Member of the Supreme Council of the UAE, Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah
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Welcome

I am delighted to welcome you, on behalf of the Sheikh 

Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi Foundation for 

Policy Research, to the fifth edition of the 

Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival. This special 

anniversary of the Festival brings together over 

sixty artists from around the region and would 

not be possible without your continued support 

and collaboration. 

For the past four years, the Fine Arts Festival has 

worked hard to bring the community together 

to celebrate art, create opportunities for cultural 

exchange, and support the creative and artistic sectors of Ras 

Al Khaimah. These efforts have helped the Festival become a 

rich platform where artists from all across the UAE and beyond 

can showcase their creations and accomplishments, exchange 

ideas, and hopefully inspire. This year, the Festival is pleased 

to introduce many new talented artists and promote local and 

regional artists, photographers, and filmmakers who enrich 

our understanding of the world in which we live.

With the Festival’s fifth anniversary we are seeking greater 

ways to support the arts in Ras Al Khaimah and the UAE. 

The Foundation is about to launch its own gallery space for 

aspiring artists to encourage creativity in the emirate year-

round. In addition, we continue to promote young directors 

and scriptwriters’ efforts to share stories about the UAE and 

broader region through Documentary Film Grant. We hope 

both initiatives continue to increase the visibility of the arts 

and the important role they play in our society and day-to-day 

lives beyond the actual Festival. 

As this special Festival commences I welcome artists and art 

lovers to explore, discover, and celebrate the beauty, power, 

and reflection that the arts create. May your experience and 

time with us continue to inspire you throughout 2017.  

Suqrat bin Bisher

Director, Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival

Events Manager, Al Qasimi Foundation
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Festival Jury 

Beth Derderian Nisha Grimes

Dr. Natasha Ridge Suqrat bin Bisher 

Natasha is the Executive 

Director of the Al Qasimi 

Foundation and an ardent 

supporter of arts and culture 

initiatives in Ras Al Khaimah. 

She believes creativity and the 

arts play an important role in 

children’s educations. She also 

views documentary film as a 

powerful medium for bringing 

research to life and was a co-

producer of Burden.

Nisha is an educator who 

works closely with Emirati 

youth, exploring their 

motivations and behaviors 

related to community 

participation and volunteering.  

She believes hands-on 

experiences in arts and culture 

activities can help foster 

important life skills and future 

career aspirations. 

Beth is a cultural 

anthropologist currently 

based in the UAE. Her research 

focuses on contemporary arts 

practice across the country 

and relies on interviews and 

working closely with artists, 

curators, gallerists, and other 

arts-related professionals.

Photograph by Capital D Studio. 

Suqrat is an Emirati artist and 

a filmmaker. He has been 

involved in the organization of 

numerous art exhibitions and 

has filmed and directed more 

than seven short films and 

documentaries. These include 

Under the Tree, Sudfa, Ghalia, 

and Sha’am, some of which 

were screened at the Gulf Film 

Festival, Dubai Film Festival, 

and Alexandria Film Festival.  
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7 Emirates in 24 is Usman’s first documentary project and captures 

the story of five cyclists who challenged themselves to ride 467 

kilometers across all seven emirates of the UAE in less than 24 

hours. The idea was originally proposed by a woman with only 

two years of cycling experience who managed to tap into the 

imaginations and adventurous spirits of others. The group – 

comprised of an Emirati, Jordanian, Irish, South African, and Filipino 

– represents the diversity of modern UAE society and shows what is 

possible when people share common goals.

فيلم مصارعة الثيران في دولة الإمارات العربية المتحدة هو أحدث مشروع وثائقي 
قصير أخرجه عبدالله ويتتبع رحلة آخر مصارع ثيران في الدولة. لقد نشأت العادة 
في المنطقة منذ أكثر من ٤٠٠ سنة مع وصول البرتغاليين، و يمكن مشاهدة مصارعة 
الثيران بندرة يوم الجمعة على شواطئ الفجيرة اليوم. و يعمل هذا الفيلم الوثائقي 
على إظهار التباين الثقافي بين الماضي و الحاضر في الخليج العربي والنظر إلى كيفية 

تناقل هذا التقليد عبر الأجيال إلى يومنا الحاضر.

Bullfighting in the UAE is Abdulla’s latest short documentary project 

and follows the journey of the last remaining bullfighters in the 

country. The custom originated in the region more than 400 years 

ago with the arrival of the Portuguese, and rare Friday bullfights 

can still be found on the shores of Fujairah today. Mirroring the 

fascinating dichotomy of past/present cultural identities in the 

Arabian Gulf, the film explores how bullfighters have passed on 

their passion for the tradition across generations, leading to its 

long history and survival into present-day UAE culture. 

Title: Bullfighting in the UAE

Year of production: 2016-2017 

Director: Abdulla Al Kaabi

Nationality: Emirati

Title: 7 Emirates in 24

Year of production: 2016-2017 

Director: Usman Oluwaseyi

Nationality: Nigerian

تعلن مؤسسة الشيخ سعود بن صقر القاسمي لبحوث السياسة العامة 
حصول المخرج الإماراتي عبدالله الكعبي و المصور السنيمائي النيجيري 

عثمان أولواسيي على أول منحة للأفلام الوثائقية في مهرجان رأس 
الخيمة للفنون البصرية.

تقدم منحة مهرجان رأس الخيمة للفنون البصرية للأفلام الوثائقية 
التمويل لابتكار أفلام وثائقية قصيرة تتحدث عن مواضيع تهتم بدولة 
الإمارات العربية المتحدة و منطقة الخليج بشكل عام. و يتم تقديم 

منحة واحدة سنوياً في كل عام من خلال عملية تقديم الطلبات 
التنافسية. و سيتم عرض الفلم المنتج من قبل منحة مهرجان رأس 

الخيمة للفنون البصرية في مهرجان العام التالي.

و سيكون الموعد النهائي لتقديم طلبات المنحة لعام ٢٠١٧ هو 
٣٠ يونيو ٢٠١٧. يجب على جميع الأفراد و المؤسسات الراغبين 

في التقديم بإرسال طلبات التقديم على البريد الإلكتروني:                                  
events@alqasimifoundation.rak.ae

لمزيد من المعلومات، يرجى زيارة موقعنا على الانترنت،               
www.rakfinearts.ae

2016 Documentary Film Grant Recipients

The Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi Foundation 

for Policy Research is pleased to announce Emirati 

film director Abdulla Al Kaabi and Nigerian 

cinematographer Usman Oluwaseyi as the first-ever 

recipients of the Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival 

(RAKFAF) Documentary Film Grant awards. 

The Documentary Film Grant provide start-up funding 

to create short documentaries on topics relevant to 

the United Arab Emirates and broader Gulf region. 

Grants are awarded annually each year through a 

competitive application process, and the resulting 

films are screened at the Festival the following year.

The application deadline for the 2017 submission 

cycle is June 30, 2017. To apply, interested individuals 

and organizations should submit their proposals to 

events@alqasimifoundation.rak.ae. Visit our websites, 

www.rakfinearts.ae and www.alasimifoundation.com, 

for full submission guildlines. 
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الملخص: تقوم الفنانة الإماراتية الناجحة أشواق عبدالله 
باكتشاف حس جديد لمعنى الفن بعد حضور جلسة 
علاج فنية و التعرف على طفلة تدعى عوشة، و هي 

طفلة مميزة جداً.

Hind, a relatively new director, takes 

filmmaking close to her heart. She is 

a self-taught artist and her interest in 

cinematography and photography has 

helped her grow further with this new craft. 

She is constantly looking for opportunities 

to improve her work. 

Film Synopsis: Ashwaq Abdullah, a 

successful Emirati artist, discovers a new 

sense of what art means by attending an art 

therapy session and befriending Osha, a very 

special girl.

Films

Title: Osha’s Gift   

Year of production: 2016

Running time: 08:20

Category: Documentary

Director: Hind Abdullah

Nationality: Emirati

٢٠١٦

Abdullah is a screenplay writer and movie 

director. His recent works include Swing 

(2011) and Now Showing (2014). 

Film Synopsis: A story of two friends and 

their love of cinema!

Title: Now Showing 

Year of production: 2014

Running time: 20:00 

Category: Short Film

Director: Abdullah Al 

Daihani 

Nationality: Kuwaiti

Shayma began filmmaking as a child, 

documenting family trips and celebrations 

and turning them into short films. She has 

come to realize there are many beautiful 

perspectives in life that are not obvious and 

takes it upon herself to portray them. 

Film Synopsis: This film revolves around 

an abusive father in his 30s who treats his 

son in the exact same fashion his father 

used to treat him. Little does he know that 

this neglect is setting his son on a path 

unknown.

Title: Remorse

Year of production: 2016

Running time: 4:45

Category:  Short Film

Director: Shayma Ali 

Nationality: Emirati

الملخص: تدور أحداث الفيلم عن خادمة فلبينية تعمل 
لدى جدة إماراتية ذات طباع حادة حيث تريد الخادمة 

العودة إلى الفليبين بعد وصولها أخبار عن مرض ابنتها 
و عند علم الجدة في هذا الأمر، قامت بمنعها من 

السفر.

Abdulrahman is an Emirati filmmaker. He 

started making films in 2012. His films 

touch upon important social issues and 

have screened at several regional and 

international film festivals.

Film Synopsis: The caretaker of a 

cantankerous, dependent Emirati 

grandmother must return to the Philippines 

once she finds out her daughter is terminally 

ill. However, the grandmother refuses to let 

her travel.

Title: Beshkara

Year of production: 2015

Running time: 14:25 

Category: Short Film 

Director: Abdulrahman Al Madani

Nationality: Emirati 
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Films

Title: Astray

Year of production: 2015

Running time: 08:00

Category: Short Film 

Director: Lubna Bagsair 

Nationality: Sudanese

الملخص: بعد فقدانه لمنزله في سوريا بسبب الحرب، 
يقوم «إنسان» بدخول عالم مليء بمشاعر عميقة حاملاً 

معه حقيبة تحتوي على أهم ممتلكاته.

Razan is a Jordanian film director. She holds a 

bachelor’s degree in visual communications 

and has worked on several documentaries. 

In 2014, she directed her first experimental 

animation, I’m Human.

Film Synopsis: After losing its home during the 

war in Syria, Human enters a world of deep 

emotions carrying its most valuable belongings 

in a suitcase.

Title: I’m Human

Year of production: 2014

Running time: 05:33

Category: Animation

Director: Razan Haikal

Nationality: Jordanian

الملخص: ضلال هو فيلم عن امرأة عربية غامضة و 
مهووسة بنفسها تدعى هيا.  و كان على هيا إنقاذ 

نفسها و في نفس الوقت إخفاء علاقاتها السابقة 
عن حسّان.

Lubna is an Arab filmmaker from Sudan with 

a background in investigative journalism 

and documentary filmmaking. She is able to 

draw from actual stories and experiences, 

adding realism to her narrative storytelling. 

Film Synopsis: Astray is a film about Haya, a 

self-obsessed, enigmatic Arab woman. She 

is arrested in a parking lot when caught in a 

compromising position with her long-time 

boyfriend, Hassan. Haya must save herself 

while also keeping Hassan in the dark about 

her prior affairs.

Title: Caravan 

Year of production: 2016 

Running time: 07:00

Category:  Short Film

Director: Suzannah 

Mirghani

Nationality: Russian

Ali is a 28-year-old filmmaker and 

cinematographer based in Dubai, UAE. 

He has participated in several short film 

festivals. His other award winning film is 

Yedo Farm (2014). 

FIlm Synopsis: A laundry man works long 

hours and is exploited by his supervisor, who 

is only interested in the shop’s bottom line.   

Title: The Man Who Saw 

Snow in Summer 

Year of production: 2015 

Running time: 17:00

Category:  Short Film

Director: Ali bin Mattar

Nationality: Emirati

Suzannah is an independent filmmaker 

working on highlighting stories from 

the Gulf region. From a multicultural 

background herself, Suzannah is interested 

in examining the interconnectedness of 

ethnicities and identities and the wealth 

of multicultural encounters that occur in a 

traditionally cosmopolitan place like Qatar. 

Film Synopsis: In a lyrical relay of 

thoughts, this film narrates the stream of 

consciousness flowing through a cross-

section of Qatari society. 
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Photography

Asma, born in Dubai in 1991, is a Ras Al 

Khaimah-based installation and multi-media 

artist who completed her BA in Fine Arts 

from the College of Fine Art & Design at the 

University of Sharjah. Asma is a recent alumna 

from the Salama Emerging Artist Fellowship 

and has participated in many exhibitions, 

including those hosted by the UAE Fine Arts 

Society. She has also received an Emirati 

Emerging Artist Award.

Category: Photography

Title: Mountain Dunes 2

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Asma Al Ahmad

Nationality: Emirati 

Shayma is an amateur photographer and 

an avid fan of Emirati heritage and nature 

photography. She will soon earn her degree 

in media and hopes to become a media 

personality capable of making her country 

proud of her.  

Category: Photography

Title: Emirate’s Heritage

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Shayma Ali 

Nationality: Emirati 

Dexter works as a draftsman in a marble 

company in Sharjah. The UAE has been his 

home for the last 10 years, and he started 

taking photos five years ago. Dexter is 

passionate about landscape and street 

photography, and he also loves to capture 

people’s emotions through his lens. He 

hopes to be a travel photographer one day. 

Category: Photography

Titles: Caring Hands, Days to 

Remember 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Dexter Bacani

Nationality: Filipino    

Praveen, 21, has lived in the land of desert 

dunes and camels for nearly all his life. He 

has an indescribable love for the UAE and a 

strong desire to travel to places he has never 

seen before. Praveen has an absorbing love 

for mountains and nature. 

Category: Photography

Title: Blue Velvet 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Praveen Bhardwaj 

Nationality: Indian 
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Photography

Sergio is an Argentine photographer and 

architect. He mainly focuses on urban 

exploration, travel, and architecture 

photography, exhibiting his work in 

Argentina as well as abroad. Sergio has lived 

in Italy, Malta, and the United States over 

the past 25 years and visited more than 

200 cities around the world documenting 

buildings and city landmarks. 

Category: Photography

Title: Whispers

Year of Completion: 2012

Name: Sergio Castiglione

Nationality: Argentinian   

Robert studied art in London before exploring 

fashion, photography, and advertising in 

Hamburg, Milan, Paris and Tokyo. He has 

produced multimedia at the BMW Design 

Centre in Munich as well as broadcast media 

design and special effects for television. 

Robert also served as a motion graphics 

artistic director for a Hollywood film. He 

currently combines his love for motion, digital, 

and paint in his work. 

Category: Photography

Title: Desert Fishing

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Robert Davidian  

Nationality: German

Buddy has won numerous awards in 

photography competitions locally and 

internationally. These include the prestigious 

HIPA Instagram Photo Competition (2015); 

Shots from Al Gharbia, Abu Dhabi (2015); 

KIDPA by Khalifa Award (2014); and Photos 

Award by H.H. Sheikh Mansoor Al Maktoom 

(2012).  

Category: Photography

Titles: Emirati, Humanity 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Buddy Gadiano

Nationality: Filipino 

Larry was born in London and educated in 

the UK. He has taught English as a foreign 

language since 1997, living and working in 

Ras Al Khaimah for seven years. During this 

time, Larry has gained insight into the local 

culture through interactions with his students 

at the Ras Al Khaimah Higher Colleges of 

Technology. Last year Larry developed an 

interest in taking photos inspired by the 

amazing views on his morning jogs along the 

Ras Al Khaimah Corniche.

Category: Photography

Title: Abandoned Bike

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Larry Jay

Nationality: British 
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Photography

From figurative painting and illustration to 

photography and performance, Natalia’s 

work takes many forms. As a visual artist she 

focuses her practice on the intersection of 

art, poetry, and human behaviors, exploring 

the relationship between art and social 

reality. She was born in Colombia, brought 

up in Spain, and now lives and works in Abu 

Dhabi, UAE.

Category: Photography

Title: Young Monk II

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Natalia Lasso

Nationality: Colombian   

Samantha is a Canadian teacher, writer, and 

amateur photographer who now calls Ras Al 

Khaimah home. In her spare time, she enjoys 

travelling and spending time with friends 

and family.

Category: Photography

Titles: Flight, Solace by the Sea

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Samantha McDonald 

Amara

Nationality: Canadian 

Hermogenes earned his bachelor degree 

in accounting at Guagua National 

Colleges in the Philippines. A hobbyist 

photographer, he loves to capture nature, 

people, architecture, and moving subjects. 

Hermogenes often chooses to capture 

movement as a way to explore the art of 

motion and see the soul of the picture. 

He has participated in ADIHEX and SHZHF 

photography competitions in Abu Dhabi, 

and his artwork has won three awards. 

Category: Photography

Title: Timeless Beauty and 

Purity 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Hermogenes  

Masangcay Jr. 

Nationality: Filipino 

Mohamad works as a photojournalist 

for Al Ain Al Sahira magazine and earned 

certificates in television production and 

photography, as well as a degree in movie 

production, from Focus Media Academy in 

Dubai. Additionally, Mohamad is a member 

of the Union of Arab Photographers and 

the Journalists Association in the UAE. 

Mohamad collaborates with Abu Dhabi TV 

in their Oloum Al Dar news segment and is 

a frequent collaborator in the  Al-Mshaheer 

Media Services agency. 

Category: Photography

Title: The Look Behind the Veil 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Mohamad Mattar 

Nationality: Iraqi
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Photography

Maria, born in Buenos Aires, is a self-taught 

photographer who has spent the last 14 

years travelling. Through her photos she 

hopes to help unite cultures. Maria’s motto: 

“One world, one love.” 

Category: Photography

Title: Wild Love

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Maria Piren Paladino 

Nationality: Argentinian 

Ahmed is a 23-year-old actor who works 

at the Theatrical Professions Syndicate. 

He attained a literature license from the 

Faculty of Arts at Helwan University in 2015. 

He currently studies photography and 

cinematic production in the High Cinema 

Institute in Egypt and is actively involved in 

the Egyptian movie industry.

Category: Photography

Title: The Day’s Sun

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Ahmed Hamed 

Mohammed Deeb

Nationality: Egyptian 

Gillian studied photography at Napier 

University, Edinburgh and worked as a 

photographic stylist and creative producer 

in design and advertising for 20 years 

before founding an ethical merchandise 

company for live events. She moved to 

Ras Al Khaimah with her husband and 

daughters in 2015 and rekindled her love of 

photography. Gillian is back taking photos, 

where she has wanted to be for some time.

Category: Photography

Title: Evie’s Choice, Arm Tattoo 

by Shezaha

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Gillian Robertson 

Nationality: British 

Category: Photography

Title: Sweet Honey

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Ruchi Sodwadia 

Nationality: Indian 

Ruchi is an engineering student whose 

passion is to grasp memories on glazed 

papers to be cherished when they might 

otherwise be forgotten. She believes every 

soul has a photographer inside them—some 

simply have the ability to project it while 

others are still learning.
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Meghan Walsh is a LEED-certified architect and artist whose 

studio practice focuses on mosaic art, which evolved from 

time spent in Brazil working with recycled and natural 

building materials. Meghan currently uses a variety of media 

in her mosaic creations, including recycled materials, stone, 

glass, coal, tires, smalti and broken tile, stained glass and 

tile. Her work ranges from large-scale installations such as 

Woven Identities – a public art mural/mosaic at the Columbia 

Heights Metro station in Washington DC – to interior tile 

work and small individual pieces of fine art. Meghan often 

combines her artistic talents and professional architecture 

training and has designed and renovated homes in the 

greater Washington, DC area for over 20 years.

Meghan joins the 5th Annual Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts 

Festival as an Honorary Guest Artist and is the recipient 

of the 2016 U.S. Artist Grant. Her involvement with the 

Festival includes collaborating with Emirati secondary 

school students to create a community mosaic for their local 

government school. In addition, Meghan will conduct live 

mosaic demonstrations for festival goers during the launch 

of the art exhibition at the Ras Al Khaimah National Museum.  

The U.S Artist Grant, funded by the U.S. Mission 

to the United Arab Emirates, is one of the many 

ways the Embassy in Abu Dhabi and Consulate 

General in Dubai seek to better connect 

Americans, Emiratis, and their vibrant cultures 

in the hopes of establishing a broader and 

deeper mutual understanding. 

Honorary Guest Artist



26 27

Mona is a Lebanese artist who strove to 

achieve her dream of a sublime experience 

in the rocky cliffs and towering woods of 

northern California, where she studied 

fine arts at Monterey’s Peninsula College 

in 1985. She has lived her entire life 

between the West and GCC countries. 

Mona’s emotive message is often delivered 

through opaque paint – fluid washes of 

mixed synthetic and natural mediums – 

occasionally ornamented by refractive films 

and protruding paint textures.

Mariam was born in Ras Al Khaimah in 

1992. She studied in the Higher Colleges 

of Technology in Ras Al Khaimah and 

graduated with a bachelor’s degree in media 

and public relations. Her favorite hobbies 

include painting, photography, creating 

short films, and some Photoshop work. 

Visual Arts 

Category: Mixed Media 

Title:  Big Bang Under the Water 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Mona Al Assaad

Nationality: Lebanese  

Category: Painting

Title: A Mind of Colors

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Mariam Al Mansoori

Nationality: Emirati  

Reem believes in art’s ability to translate 

the world through the creative process. Her 

work is influenced by a variety of cultural 

and social backgrounds, and her artistic 

expression is inspired by poetry and global 

characters and events. Reem’s style often 

features a combination of architecture and 

various forms of Arabic calligraphy. Reem 

has also participated in several global art 

exhibitions and contributed to organizing 

many fundraisers and charitable campaigns. 

.

Awatif is a talented artist who enjoys 

exploring new art techniques in her projects 

that allow her to improve and grow.

Category: Painting 

Titles: Meeting Point 1, 

Meeting Point 2

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Reem Al Rawi

Nationality: Canadian  

Category: Painting 

Title: Civilization and a 

Leader   

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Awatif Al Safwan 

Nationality: Saudi
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Salma is an artist, calligraphist, arts 

supervisor, and heads the fine arts and 

Arabic calligraphy efforts for the Fine Arts 

Committee in the city of Al-Hasa, Saudi 

Arabia. She is also a career woman working 

for the tourism authority. Salma participated 

in numerous exhibitions in Egypt, Iraq, 

Indonesia, Yemen, Lebanon, Bahrain, Jordan, 

the UAE, and the UK in addition to local 

exhibitions in Saudi Arabia. 

Sadasivan is a versatile artist with interests in 

different mediums of expression, including 

painting, sculpting, and writing. As a regular 

participant in art camps and exhibitions in the 

UAE and India, his creations in terracotta have 

earned him numerous accolades and prizes. 

Sadasivan is currently experimenting with an 

innovative fusion of painting to explore the 

possibilities and potential of the medium.

Visual Arts  

Category: Painting  

Titles: Our Gulf Heritage in 

Saudi Arabia, Painting Horses 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Salma Al Shaikh 

Nationality: Saudi  

Category: Mixed Media  

Title: Arabian Nostalgia - 

Camelin 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Sadasivan 

Ambalamedu

Nationality: Indian   

Originally from Wales in the UK, Karen has 

been painting ever since she can remember. 

She is inspired by nature, in particular the 

ocean, which can be seen in much of her 

work. Karen’s grandfather was an artist, and 

she vividly remembers painting alongside 

him at a very young age – granted total 

freedom to paint on his beautiful work with a 

paintbrush. She believes this early experience 

has given her a natural fearlessness in her art 

techniques as an adult.

Liza is a Dubai-based artist who developed 

her painting skills through several courses 

taught by renowned international experts. 

Named Best Artist of the Year at the 3rd 

Annual Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival, 

Liza strives to produce more paintings to 

please her growing fans. For her, painting 

is a temporary emancipation of the current 

harsh realities of life and also a way to 

express a universal and anticipated peace.

Category: Mixed Media   

Title: Hiraeth

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Karen Axworthy

Nationality: British  

Category: Painting  

Title: Children at Peace

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Liza Ayash 

Nationality: Canadian
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Val is a contemporary Scottish artist working 

predominantly in oil and watercolor 

mediums. She began painting with French 

artist Laurence Freschard Hamenthienne 

in Doha, Qatar and also studied art 

interpretation at Robert Gordon’s School of 

Art in Aberdeen, Scotland. Val has shown 

her worked with Matthew McCobb and has 

exhibited her work at the Red Dot Exhibition 

in Abu Dhabi as well as the respected 

Stonehaven Art Exhibition, where she was a 

member. 

Visual Arts 

Category: Paintng  

Title: Banyan Coffee 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Val Brown 

Nationality:  Scottish  

Camilo is a practicing professor of architecture 

who currently teaches at the American 

University of Sharjah. Amid rising awareness 

of ecological issues and the development of 

emerging technologies, his current research 

interest focuses on how these subjects can be 

integrated into systems and designed to solve 

problems in the developing world. Camilo 

designs products that work at every scale and 

keeps evolving dynamically through the social 

development that is generated. 

Category: Furniture Design  

Title: Tongo Shelf Unit 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Camilo Cerro

Nationality: American  

In a wide range of mediums – including 

sculpture, installation, painting, and 

drawing – Géraldine explores the human 

condition and its relationship with the world. 

Authentic reality is a reality from the inside. 

Going back to the essence, she adopts a 

childlike style employing the solemn mark 

of a child’s drawing unaffected by false 

impressions of reality. Géraldine was born 

in France in 1971 and studied visual arts at 

Université Paris I-Saint Charles. She has been 

living and working in the UAE since 2012.

Category: Sculpture

Title: Woman from the 

Mangroves

Year of Completion: 2014

Name: Géraldine Chansard

Nationality: French 

Wendy is a South African artist who became 

interested in arts and crafts at a young 

age. A full-time mother with a background 

in marketing and advertising, Wendy is 

currently pursuing her graphic design and 

website design ambitions. Although she has 

a new-found interest in digital illustration, 

Wendy’s passion for painting continues.

Category: Painting    

Titles: Loss

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Wendy David 

Nationality: South African   
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Kasia is originally from Poland and works in 2D 

media and installation. She holds a master’s 

in fine arts and has been a practicing artist 

for the last eight years. Through drawing and 

painting of intricate, repeated patterns, Kasia 

contrasts traditional female values with the 

expectations placed upon women today. 

She has been named the Herbert Gallery’s 

Newcomer of the Year (2012) and was also 

awarded First Place, Arts Category at the 2014 

Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival. 

Visual Arts 

Category: Painting    

Title: Constellation 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Kasia Dzikowska

Nationality: Polish 

Upul is a self-taught artist who began 

painting two years ago as a hobby. While 

he has used acrylics, his favorite medium is 

oil-based paints. Upul currently resides and 

works in Ras Al Khaimah, UAE.

Category: Painting     

Title: Back Home  

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Upul Dimbulana

Nationality: Sri Lankan

Marcus is the founder of Material Artifact, 

a studio focusing on architecture, research, 

and art practices. He received a post-

professional Master of Architecture (M.Arch) 

from Rice University, as well as a Professional 

Degree in Architecture (5 year B.Arch) and a 

B.A. in Studio Art from Drury University.

Marcus is currently an Assistant Professor of 

Architecture at the American University in 

Sharjah. He has also lectured and exhibited 

in the United States, Europe, and Asia.

Category: Mixed Media  

Title: Veneer Pattern 1

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Marcus Farr

Nationality: American

Reem is a Lebanese artist with a master’s 

degree in interior architecture and decorative 

arts. She currently works as an Interior Design 

Instructor at the American University of 

Dubai as well as a freelance interior designer 

and artist. Reem has participated in several 

competitions, and her work has been selected 

for publication and exhibition in several art 

galleries in Dubai and Ras Al Khaimah. She 

loves exploring new materials and is currently 

working with kiln-fired ceramics to create 

functional products.

Category: Painting    

Title: Wheat Field 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Reem Habib 

Nationality: Lebanese 



34 35

Hayfaa is a Saudi artist born in Jeddah 

who currently resides in Dubai. She has 

participated in multiple exhibitions in Dubai, 

Jeddah, and London and makes sure she 

attends as many art exhibitions as possible. 

She recently joined the Royal Academy of 

Arts’ resident program in London in order to 

familiarize herself with the art scene in the 

UK and to better express herself through her 

abstract pieces. Hayfaa is also a member of 

the Association of Culture and Arts and the 

Medrar Group for Female Artists in Jeddah.

Visual Arts 

Category: Painting   

Titles: Interfere, Serendipity 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Hayfaa Hasanain 

Nationality: Saudi     

Riaz is the business owner of a clothing outlet 

based in Ras Al Khaimah. He enjoys painting 

with oils and acrylics in his free time. He loves 

depicting landscapes and has been perfecting 

his skills for the past six years. 

Category: Painting      

Title: Camel Caravan 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Riaz Haq 

Nationality: Pakistani

Aleksandra is an enthusiastic and creative 

music educator, dedicated to providing 

a joyful experience of music and making 

a difference in people’s lives. She is also a 

multimedia artist, experienced in visual and 

performing arts, who strives to capture and 

share the beauty of the world. Aleksandra 

has been a resident of the UAE for the last 

three years and teaches music to primary 

school children at Ras Al Khaimah Academy.

Category: Painting  

Title: Happy Camel 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Aleksandra Grbic 

Hrustic  

Nationality: Serbian

Samira’s interest in painting led her to 

Karachi School of Art, which has produced 

some of the most well-known artists of 

Pakistan. After completing her certificate, art 

was placed on hold as she dedicated herself 

to her young family. After 20 years Samira 

is picking up her paint brush, practicing 

regularly to perfect her skill. 

Category: Painting    

Title: Still Life with Pears and 

Dates

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Samira Humaid 

Nationality: Pakistani  
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Marwan has produced many collections 

and was recognized as the Artist of the 

Year at the 2015 Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts 

Festival. His other awards include: Technical 

Excellence and Outstanding Student Award 

(Rosemount Technology, Montreal, Canada, 

2010), First Award, Figurative Painting 

(Marziart Gallery, Hamburg, Germany, 

2007), Valentin Aznar Award, Third Place, 

(Granada, Spain, 2006), and First Award, Fine 

Arts Society, Portrait Painting (United Arab 

Emirates, 2002).

Visual Arts 

Category: Painting     

Title: The Kaak Vendor

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Marwan Karout 

Nationality: Lebanese  

Karenina by SJ is a textile collection featuring 

handwoven dresses that Saima created 

in April 2016. She uses a traditional style 

of crochet in most of her apparel designs, 

which also include hand-woven silk crochet 

sarees, dresses, skirts, and more. 

Category: Textile      

Title: Eastern Saree - 

Karenina by SJ

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Saima Jabeen 

Nationality: Pakistani  

Zhanar, born in Kazakhstan, graduated 

from the Medical Institute and Diplomatic 

Academy. She has a strong interest in fine arts 

and has only begun practicing drawing and 

painting recently. 

Category: Painting  

Title: Flamingoes  

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Zhanar Khamitova

Nationality: Kazakh

Mariam is a global nomad. After a long 

journey recovering from a critical surgery 

in April, the Mexican-born artist is excited 

to have been able to complete her artwork. 

For Mariam, art once again proves to be the 

most motivating and inspirational means to 

create beauty in turbulent times. 

Category: Mixed Media     

Title: The Sun Stone

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Mariam Kruisheer-

Ortega

Nationality: Dutch  
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Visual Arts 

Rida was born in Nairobi, Kenya in 1998. 

She discovered her love for painting 

during middle school and slowly 

broadened her horizons to different art 

forms. Art is Rida’s way of exploring herself 

and the world around her. She is inspired 

by a range of artists including, Gustav 

Klimt and Hokusai. Currently, Rida is 

pursuing her International Baccalaureate 

Diploma, after which she plans to earn a 

bachelor’s in international relations.

Category: Painting        

Title: A Performance  

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Rida Lakhani

Nationality: Indian 

Beth, an American who has lived in UAE for 

many years, has always had a passion for 

art – yet it wasn’t until 2009 that she began 

painting. An artistic expression course was 

what lit the fire when Beth was guided 

to use her non-dominant hand, so as to 

download things from the subconscious 

mind into her art. Many classes later, a 

colleague encouraged her to continue 

painting, as there would be messages for 

others to upload from her work.  

Category: Painting 

Title: Still Dreaming 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Beth Lamont

Nationality: American  

Patrick is a conceptual artist, curator, and 

theorist exploring how media shape our 

perception of reality as well as the borders 

between the digital and the material. He 

is best known for his work with the virtual 

reality performance art group, Second Front, 

and the animator of the activist group, The 

Yes Men. Patrick is a CalArts/Herb Alpert 

Fellow and Whitney Biennial exhibitor as 

part of the collective RTMark. 

Audree is a Canadian artist who has been 

drawing, painting, and playing with 

different textures and media since she was 

old enough to hold a brush. In 2000, after 

graduating from the Academy of Arts and 

Technology of Montreal with a certificate 

in graphic design, she started her own 

business, Zamzam Design. Audree also 

created her own line of sea glass jewelry. 

She’s now dedicating most of her time to her 

true passion: painting. 

Category: Mixed Media 

Title:  Tiny Cinema

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Patrick Lichty

Nationality: American  

Category: Painting  

Title: Tawakkul

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Audree Marsolais

Nationality: Canadian
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Femina enjoys pencil sketching and 

working with watercolors, acrylics, and 

oil paints. She loves to paint things from 

nature, objects symbolizing culture, an 

experience, or a memory. Femina feels a 

strong connection to most of the artwork 

she paints. She believes inspiration to 

paint can come from anything or anyone, 

completely out of the blue. It could be the 

beauty of a flower or something a stranger 

said. It is a blessed moment to be able to 

see the beauty in things.

Visual Arts 

Category: Painting    

Title:  The Upper Hand 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Femina Moideen

Nationality: Indian 

Reza has over 15 years of experience in 

graphic design and is an ardent typographer. 

He draws much of his inspiration from Arabic 

script. Reza earned a bachelor’s degree in 

graphic design in 2001 and has won several 

awards in various competitions for design 

and miniature art categories.

Category: Graphic Design       

Title: Arabic Typography 

Asma-Ulhusna 

Year of Completion: 2015

Name: Reza Asaadi 

Mehrabany 

Nationality: Iranian 

Category: Painting   

Titles: Heart of the Lotus, The 

Eye of Fatima 

Years of Completion: 2011, 2016

Name: Lynden Naismith

Nationality: Australian  

Lynden’s eclectic style is based on a 

fascination with all cultures, a love for the 

environment, and a strong belief in the 

power of color and symbolism for our 

health and well-being. Using mandalas and 

dot-style painting, she draws on the major 

influences in her life of psychology and 

energy medicine, as well as the wisdom of 

ancient cultures, so that each piece contains 

special elements for mental and emotional 

balance and spiritual health.

Maria was born in Bogota, Colombia and has 

been creating art pieces for over 20 years. 

Starting with stained glass and moving to 

jewelry, Maria has designed unique handmade 

pieces for the last 13 years. Her most recent 

work utilizes freshwater pearls, corals, and 

semi-precious stones. Maria’s necklaces have 

been recognized as one-of-a-kind with unique 

attention to detail. She currently resides in 

North Carolina with her husband and daughter.

Category: Jewelry     

Titles: Naturally Preserved, 

Legacy 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Maria Mosquera 

Nationality: American 
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Visual Arts 

Currently a full-time mom, Cheshta is an ex-

banker and trained human resources specialist. 

Her professional experience includes running a 

successful home-bakery business and writing 

as a correspondent for an India-based travel 

magazine. Art and creative expression have 

always been an integral part of Cheshta’s life, 

even though she has no formal training in the 

field. Her move to the UAE has influenced her 

paintings and drawings, as the Middle-Eastern 

patterned art form continues to mesmerize her.

Category: Painting    

Title: Dance of the Spirit 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Cheshta Roy Sarkar

Nationality: Indian 

Juan is a Spanish architect and designer who 

occasionally takes pictures to document his 

research on interior design and the public 

realm. He currently teaches at the American 

University of Sharjah as an Assistant Professor 

in the foundations and interior design 

programs. Juan’s work has been published 

in international magazines like Metalocus, 

DOMUS web, and ON Design, and some of his 

built work is featured in the book Spanish 

Design (DAAB Editions).

Category: Furniture Design   

Title: Frankie Chair 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Juan Roldan

Nationality: Spanish

Jenny has lived in the UAE for the past 

11 years and has been developing her 

artistic style for the past seven. Although 

her favorite medium is decoupage, Jenny 

has also worked with collage, abstract 

art, quilting, and knitting. She hopes 

to continue with her art using different 

mediums to express her creativity through 

color and composition. 

Category: Painting    

Title:  Sunrise/Sunset

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Jenny Zimmerman 

Nationality: Australian   

Marina was born in 1959 in Zagreb, 

Croatia. She graduated from the sculpting 

department at the Academy of Fine Arts and 

recently returned to pursue postgraduate 

studies at the same institution. Marina has 

been a member of HDLU/IAA since 1999 and 

has participated in numerous group and 

individual exhibitions worldwide. She is the 

creator of a dozen public works in Europe 

and currently lives and works in Dubai.

Category: Sculpture       

Title: AnimaR

Year of Completion: 2012

Name: Marina Stoponja

Nationality: Croatian 
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Students Category 

Category: Painting 

Title: Golden Days 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Hamad Aadel Al Shehhi

Level: Grade 9, Ras Al Khaimah Academy 

Category: Painting 

Title: Landscape 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Ghalya Al Zaabi

Level: Grade 7, Ras Al Khaimah Academy 

Category: Painting 

Title: Connecting with Nature 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Sheetal Matthew 

Level: Grade 13, Ras Al Khaimah Academy 

Category: Drawing

Title: The Owl 

Year of Completion: 2016

Name: Theyab Aarff Salh 

Level: Grade 7, Ras Al Khaimah Academy 
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Artist Directory 

Director's Name Email Address Film Title

Hind Abdullah hind.712@gmail.com Osha's Gift 

Abdullah Al Daihani dr.aed@live.com Now Showing

Abdulrahman Al Madani arahmanalmadani@gmail.com Beshkara

Shayman Ali Shaymaalnaqbi@hotmail.com Remorse

Lubna Bagsair alicia.gonzalez@imagenation.ae Astray

Razan Haikal rz.haikal@gmail.com I'm Human

Ali bin Mattar AD.00@live.com The Man Who Saw Snow At Summer

Suzannah Mirghani suzannahmirghani@gmail.com Caravan

Films 

Photography

Artist's Name Email Address Artwork Title

Asma Al Ahmad a.y.alahmad91@gmail.com Mountain Dune 2

Shayma Ali Shaymaalnaqbi@hotmail.com Emirate’s Heritage

Dexter Bacani xed_ckid@yahoo.com Caring Hands, Days To Remember

Praveen Bhardwaj praveenbhardwaj31@yahoo.com Blue Velvet 

Sergio Castiliogne sergio@sergiocastiglione.com.ar Whispers

Robert Davidian robertdavidian@gmail.com Desert Fishing

Buddy Gadiano buddygadiano@yahoo.com Emirati, Humanity

Larry Jay larry.jay@hct.ac.ae Abandoned Bike

Natalia Lasso info@enelasso.com Young Monk 2

Samantha McDonald Amara mcamara.sam@gmail.com Solace by the Sea, Flight

Hermogenes Masangcay Jr gene_masangcay@yahoo.com Timeless Beauty & Purity

Mohammad Matar bnmatar13@hotmail.com The Look Behind the Veil

Ahmed Hamed Mohammad Deeb ahmedhamed122122@gmail.com Day's Sun

Maria Piren Paladino piren.world.wide@gmail.com Wild Love

Gillian Robertson gillianrobertson21@gmail.com Evie’s Choice, Arm Tattoo by Shezaha

Ruchi Sodwadia ruchisodwadia@outlook.com Sweet Honey

Visual Arts 

Artist's Name Email Address Artwork Title

Mona Al Assad mona@daf.ae Big Bang, Under the Water

Mariam Al Mansoori maryam92__@hotmail.com A* Mind of Colors

Reem Al Rawi reemalrawi@hotmail.com Meeting Point 2 & 1

Awatif Al Safwan awatef_j@hotmail.com Civilization And A Leader

Salma Al Shaikh slm12slm14@gmail.com Our Gulf's Heritage, Panting Horses

Sadasivan Ambalamedu sadas04@gmail.com Arabian Nostalgia - Camelin

Karen Axworthy axworthykm@gmail.com Hiraeth

Liza Ayash layash@outlook.com Children At Peace

Val Brown vjcheyne@hotmail.com Banyan Coffee

Camilo Cerro ccerro@aus.edu Tongo Shelf Unit

Géraldine Chansard pelletier.chansard@gmail.com Woman from the Mangroves

Wendy David wendy.j.david.14@gmail.com Loss

Upul Dimbulana udimbulana@yahoo.com Back Home

Kasia Dzikowska katarzyna_dzikowska@hotmail.com Constellation 

Marcus Farr mfarr@aus.edu Veneer Patern 1

Reem Habib reem.habib@hotmail.com Wheat Field
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Artist Directory 

Visual Arts 

Notes Artist's Name Email Addressالملاحظات Artwork Title

Riaz Haq riaz948@yahoo.com Camel Caravan

Hayfaa Hasanain hayfaa.h.h@gmail.com Serendipity, Interfere

Aleksandra Grbic Hrustic sandra.melodium@gmail.com Happy Camel

Samira Humaid s.humaid@ymail.com Still Life With Pears and Dates

Saima Jabeen kareninabysj@gmail.com Eastern Saree

Marwan Karout marwankarout@gmail.com The Kaak Vendor

Zhanar Khamitova zhanarash89@gmail.com Flamingoes

Myriam Kruisheer - Ortega myriam1088@gmail.com The Sun Stone

Rida Lakhani rida.lakhani@gmail.com A Performance

Beth Lamont beth_lamont8@yahoo.com Still Dreaming

Patrick Litchy voyd@voyd.com Tiny Cinema 

Audree Marsolais audree.marsolais@gmail.com Tawakkul

Reza Asaadi Mehrabany mehrabani2006@yahoo.com Arabic Typography Asma – Ulhusna

Femina Moideen feminasart@gmail.com The Upper Hand

Maria Mosquera colombiachicjewelry@gmail.com Naturally Preserved, Legacy

Lynden Naismith lyn.naismith@gmail.com Heart of Lotus, The Eye of Fatima

Juan Roldan hwanroldan@gmail.com Frankie Chair

Cheshta Roy Sarkar cheshta.roysarkar@gmail.com Dance of the Spirit

Marina Stoponja marinastoponja@gmail.com AnimaR

Jenny Zimmermann janettazimmermann424@gmail.com Sunrise/Sunset

Notes الملاحظات
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Formally launched in 2013, the Al Qasimi Foundation’s monthly 

Community Gatherings series seeks to bring Ras Al Khaimah 

residents together and foster social, cultural, and educational 

exchange. Events span a variety of activities and topics, including 

the UAE culture, outdoor recreation, the arts, professional 

development, and issues relevant to the community.

More information on future Community Gatherings, can be found on the 

Events Calendar or by e-mailing events@alqasimifoundation.rak.ae. 

Notes الملاحظات




